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Okay, Andrew. 
Now hold still. 


Two weeks ago, | broke 
my wrist while roller-skating. 


the worst luck. 
1 % 


Ur since then, nothing 
seems to be going right. 
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And today | was just 


trying to help Andrew cut his hair. 
He doesn't like it long, but 
| still got yelled at. 


Andrew is my little brother. 
Most of the time, we live at Mommy's house 
with her, Seth, Rocky, and Midgie. 


This weekend, we're staying at Daddy's house. 
Lots 


of people live there. 


fall asleep! 3 Daddy! Daddy! 


What's wrong, Karen? No. I can't fall asleep. 


Are you feeling sick? I've been lying here for hours 
and hours. 


Besides, | can see Morbidda Destiny's house. 
| bet she's up to something. 
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do | have to tell you? Mrs. Porter | She is just an old lady 


is not a witch. She is just -- who wears funny black nn 
clothes... | 


No more spuing on Mrs. Porter. 
If you stop thinking about her, you might 
fall asleep faster. 


Even though Daddy says Mrs. Porter 
is not a witch, | know better. She grows magical 
herbs in her garden and cackles like this: 


One time, | think | saw her fly 
out of a window on her broom. 
But !'m not sure about that. 


Think pleasant thoughts, 
and you will have pleasant dreams. 


Okay, Daddy. 
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Soon, I'll get my cast off. : 


Then | can go roller- skating again. 


Aww, a cliff? 
| guess | should go back. 


| know. It seemed real, though. 


| think you were just dreaming. 1 


a 
Did | wake you up? | 
Рм sorry if I 44. |, | was still in bed, 
í but I was reading. 


Even if you had woken me up, 
| wouldn't have minded. Everyone has 
bad dreams sometimes. 


gues today It's a gorgeous day. It may 
| is "un oe da have started off badly, but I'm sure 
+ things will get much better. 
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Kristy, can you help 
me get dressed? 


| can dress myself, but it is | | 
not easy with the cast. [E 
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| want to wear my red shirt 
and my new jeans. The ones with 
the sequins on the sides. 


They're new! Mommy 
bought them for me yesterday. 
They're in my backpack. 


| don’t see them. 


The ones with sequins? I don’t Y 
think I’ve seen those before. / | 


Oh no, | must have 
left them at Mommy's! 


Well, | have an idea. Put on 
your pink sweatshirt and your regular 
jeans and your white sneakers. 


Then I'll surprise you! 


| feel really grown-up 
being Kristu's twin. 


They're not really twins. 
Real twins are the exact same age. 


Sheesh. That's not 
what | meant. What | meant -- 
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No way! Real twins are 
not the same age. One has to be 
born first. So one is always 


a few minutes older. 


All right, that's enough. 
Kristy, Karen, are you hungry? 


I'm starving. And | know | 
just what | want to eat. / 


Too bad. | just finished You finished the box 
the box. And | got the prize. and got the prize? 
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Hey, Karen, you can still 
Those mean, bad share my prize. I'll give uou 
Crunch-O people. half of the stickers. 


It's nice that Andrew is going to 
share his prize with me, but | don't have 


i ipii suda Kristy and I are twins, but 
| don't have my new jeans. 


| So far, today has been half bad. | has been | So far, today has been half bad. | bad. 
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But | want to watch my show. 
And | want to watch my cartoons. 
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Did not. Didn't 
see me sitting right there? 


Yes. But the TV 
was off. 


Hey, hey, hey! 
What is going on in here? 


| wanted to watch my show, but Andrew, how long is your show? 
Andrew turned on his cartoons. 


Okay. Karen, you can watch your show, 
When it's over, Andrew can finish watching 
his show. That way, you each get one 
half hour of the show you like. 
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Good. You're awake. 


Come outside and play with me. 
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Come on, Shamon! Let's play tag! 
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Boo-Boo, come down! 


Morbidda Destiny 
isn't going to hurt you. 


Darn old Morbidda Destiny. 
Why does she have to be in her 
garden right now? 
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from that tree this instant! 
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Мо-от! I’m going 
over to Linny's. 


E ЕДІ 
Linny is my friend 


Hannie's brother. Maybe playing with 
Hamie will make my day better. 


Why is David Michael being so mean? 
Did Morbidda Destiny put a spell on him? 


No, you're not. Is “Fiddlesticks” a spell for meanness? 


Yes, | am. | want to see Hamie. 
| can go over there if | want. 
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Maube Hannie is under 
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Mom sliced up apples 
for the picnic. Let's go 
get our bikes. 


You called me a bad friend. 
I'm glad you can't come with us. Well, | wouldn't want to go 
We don't want you. on a picnic with a bad friend. 
So there! 
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does my day keep getting worse? 


Is it all Morbidda Destiny's fault? Or am | just [E 
having an awful, rotten day? 


What do | do now? 
David Michael is on his stupid picnic. 
Daddy took Andrew to get a haircut. 


Wait. Where's Kristy? 
Where is my twin? 


Hi. What are all 
those brownies for? 
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The Baby-sitters Club. 
I'm going to bring them to our 
next meeting. 


Kristy does so much baby-sitting 
that she and her friends have a whole 
baby-sitting club. 


While they’re cooking, 
do you want to play? 


Sure! Let's play upstairs. 
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really good 
N at checkers. 
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Well, you said not to 
let you win. So | didn't. 
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| need to hug something. 
Now that David Michael is gone, 
РІ see if Shannon will play with me. 


Have you ever had a bad day? 
A truly awful day? 


Probably not. A real cat 
might have a bad day, but not 
a stuffed one. 


You know what’s happened 
so far today, Moosie? Everything. 
| had a bad dream, | fell out of bed, 
| forgot my jeans, the Crunch-O prize 
was missing, and my show wasn’t on. 
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CHAPTER 6 


Karen, what's the matter? 


oosie! H 


Moosie! He's sick! 
He's falling apart! 


Yep. And all in the same day, | flunked 
a test, my gym teacher yelled at me, | burned 
the chicken my family was making for dinner... 


| cut my hand, | had 
a fight with one of my sisters, 
and | lost my favorite earrings. 


Yes! And so NY 
does Moosie! 


Well, that's good, because 
Moosie's operation is finished. 
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He's very nice 
and always hands me all the mail for the house. 


Every day, Mr. Venta tells me about 
ees on his mail route. 


the dogs he see 
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ni ^ш | No mail truck yet. 
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Maybe 
David Michael will come home soon. | shouldn't have yelled at Hamie. 
Гел | want to apologize to her. Then maybe 
| ether. 


we can play tog 


your house? 


Oh, hello! Is this 
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Oh, there's a package! | hope Е 25». 
it's for me. It will be a surprise 
once I look through the mail. 


Рт almost to the package! | really hope it's for mel 


A change of luck would be really nice! 
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PFFh. | think he looks kinda silly. 


You got ә present from They are Andrew's godparents. 
Uncle Lou and Aunt Ann. They like to send him lots of presents, 
even for no reason at all. 


| hope his present is boring. 


It^s just not fair! Not one good 
thing has happened to me today. 


Because | don't want to watch 
movies with an egghead. 


You look like an egghead, Andrew. 
| think I will call you Mr. Baldy from now on. 


Mr. Baldy, you are spoiled. 
And you won't even like those movies. 


They are dumb and stupid 
{ and boring and bad. That's the real 
\ reason | don't want to watch them. 


Are too. You're going to hate them. 
You're going to hate all the characters 
and the stories and the songs. 


Elizabeth even helped me 
try to start the day over again. 


It's not my fault that | had a bad day. | didn't 
mean for any of those things to go wrong. d 


| guess you're feeling 
okay again, aren't you? 


Moosie, | think everyone 
hates me. Kristy hates me because 


| acted like a baby. Daddy and Elizabeth and Andrew 


hate me because | was mean to Andrew, 
= hates me because I yelled at her. 


Maybe even Mr, Venta 
hates me. Maybe that's why 
he wasn’t driving his truck. 


нь, likes me, everybody hates me 
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That's how our fight 


should have gone. 


Totally empty. [.—— —— — — 


он likes me 


| pw it's AS been fifteen minutes, 
AS punishment is over now. 


| 1 know that зол! | 
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Good luck at last! 
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Mr. Tastee is coming! 
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s Hamie still mad at me? 
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Okay, okay. Why don't you all 
form a line. That will be much easier. 
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| Hmm. What kind of ice cream 
do | want to get today? 
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т Italian ice! That is exactl | 
what | want. A cherry Italian ice! | — 
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I'm sorry, Karen. It looks like 
I'm out of cherry right now. 
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Karen, we'd like you 
come to dinner. 


, please. 
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Well. | guess you had a bad 
day today, didn't you, Karen? 
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No Crunch-O prize 
and no cherry Italian ice. 


Last week, | had a bad day. 
| lost my homework and | stepped 
on Boo-Boo's tail. | felt awful. 


One time, | threw up 
during a school assembly. 


No present and no TV show and | 
fell out of bed and Moosie got ripped. 


That's just two bad things, though. 
Once, my chair tipped over in English class 
and | forgot my lunch money and my locker 
got stuck, so | missed the bus home. 


| think | had the worst day 
of all. More bad things happened 


to me today than anyone else. 


| think you're right. On my | Seven bad things happened 
bad day, four things happened. on my worst day. 


Six bad things happened 1 Okay. Now let me count 
on the day | told you about while up all my bad things. 
| was Fixing up Moosie. 
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/ Gosh. If there were a prize 
for bad days, you would win it, Karen. 


| think that this is the first 
good thing that's happened to me today. 


| set a bad-day record! 


CHAPTER 9 
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don't think 


any. 
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| know. That's why Sam and I You want to go to 
were wondering if uou wanted to come the ice-cream parlor? Just the 
to Sullivan's Sweets with us. three of us? 


Yep! You and Sam and | didn’t 
get any ice cream from Mr. Tastee 
todau, so we should take care of that. 


Sure! If it's okay with 
Daddy and Elizabeth. 
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Wow. | feel so grown-up. We can 


go to Sullivan's Sweets all by ourselves! 
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| hope someone sees me. It's not 
every day that | get to ride in the car 
with my big brothers! 
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| bet you don't have any Of course we do. We can make anything. 
root beer floats left, do you? One root beer float coming right up! 
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And who's this, Charlie? 
Is this your big sister? 


Wow, Karen, did you do 
yourse elf? It looks beautifu ТЫ 
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Boy, thanks, Charlie. Thanks, Sam, 
Not a single thing went wrong at the 
ice-cream parlor. 


Including my new record, 
this is the second good thing 
that's happened today! 


We parked right in front | wanted a root beer float 
of Sullivan's. And they had more than anything. Even more 
root beer floats! than a cherry Italian ice. 


And then Charlie's friends 
came in, and one of them asked 
if I was Charlie's older sister! 


They thought | was 
twenty-six! 


Whoa. I’ve never seen 
so much toothpaste foam 
before. 


We set a new foam record! 
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This is the third | guess my bad day is over! 
good thing to happen today. 
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Elizabeth? Before | go to bed, 
may | do three things? They're really important. 
And they won’t take a long time. 


CHAPTER 10 


My three important things 
are apologies. 
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Рт really, really, really sorry 
that | called you an egghead and 
Mr. Baldy. That was not nice at all. 


| was sad | didn't get But it's not your fault 
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You can still have half 
ickers. you can watch the 
movies whenever you want. 


| know you're mad. I’m sorry that 
| called you a bad friend. It's not true. 
You're my best friend. 


| was being really mean today. 
But do you know why? Today was my 
worst day ever. It was so bad, 
| set a bad-day record. 


Yeah, but it ended with some good 

things. | went to the ice-cream parlor with 

my big brothers, and one of Charlie's friends Whoa! That is so, so cool! 
thought | was their older sister. 


| know! Then they You must have felt really 
thought | was twenty-six! grown-up! 


| have to go, Hamie. 
But I'll see you tomorrow, okay? 
We can play whatever you want. 
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Do you want Kristy to put Yes, please. I'll say good night 
you to bed tonight? to you and Elizabeth now. 


Elizabeth, 
can | tell you something? 


Bis 
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ing the checkers game. | wasn't And that wasn't very nice of me, either. 


т sorry about how | acted | was letting you win, though. 
UP 
being very nice to you. 


In that case, | accept 
your apology. 


And | promise | will 


: : The next time you win, 
never let you win again. 


it will be because you played 
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Maybe the next time | win will be | hope so! Now how 
on a good day! If today was my worst day, 
then sometime | will have a best day. That will 
probably be the checkers-winning day. 


— 
Okay, but | know you get tired of 

reading The Witch Next Door, so this 

time, you choose. Any book you want. 


I think you'll really like it. 


How about we begin a chapter book? 
| could start reading Charlotte's Web to you. 
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You're going to hear a new story. 
Try to listen quietly. No interrupting. 


And that's it for chapter one. 
РІ read chapter two tomorrow night. 


Then that is the fourth 
good thing about my bad day. 
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